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It’s easy to admire people like Wes and Kristein Connolly 
who have done the hard yards, building a family business 
to service customers in remote areas.

They are a genuine, down-to-earth couple who have 
built Oakdare Holdings on sensible goals and the 
premise that ‘you get out what you put in’. For the 
Connollys, loyalty received is also deserving of loyalty 
in return.

Today, Oakdare runs 20 trucks — mostly B-doubles and 
roadtrains — in stock haulage and construction and 
earthmoving. The business is based in the small town of 
Mossman, 90 km north of Cairns.

Wes and Kristein’s sons — Wayne, 26, and Michael, 25 
— now look after the day-to-day operations, Wayne 
managing the livestock side and Michael the earthmoving 
and construction.

Importantly, both have 
worked at the grass roots 
level of the operation. 
Wayne piloted a livestock 
roadtrain for three years, 
while Michael served his 
apprenticeship with the 
company as a mechanic. 

Over the last five years 
or so, Cummins Signature 
engines have formed the 
backbone of the fleet, 
providing the reliability 
that counts in the 
often harsh and remote 
conditions.

Since early 2008 Oakdare 
has been running two 
of the latest generation 
Cummins engines — EGR 
units in the form of an 
ISX 550 and a Signature 
600, both installed in T658 
Kenworths. 

The ISX 550 is in road construction and similar work pulling 
an AB-triple, while it also backs up on stock during the busy 
periods. The Signature 600 is fulltime on roadtrain triples 
moving stock and has clocked up over 200,000 km.

Fuel economy has turned out to be one of the EGR 
engine’s strong points for Oakdare.

The Signature 600 EGR was a concern to begin with, starting 
out with fuel consumption of 750 metres/litre on triples.

“It gradually came good though,” says Wayne Connolly. 
“It’s now doing around the 1.1 kilometres-per-litre mark 
which is very good economy in our application.”

The ISX 550 EGR pulling the AB-triple combination has 
also made its mark. “There are no complaints… it’s going 
like a train,” reports Michael Connolly. “Everyone likes 
driving it.”

Service support is obviously a critical factor in Oakdare’s 
equipment selection process.

“It’s very important for us to build up trust and have a 
relationship with our suppliers,” says Kristein Connolly. 
“One of the reasons for our Cummins preference is the 
support… it’s very strong out of Cairns.”

Servicing trucks that are working in earthmoving and road 
construction projects hundreds of kilometres away in the 
isolation of Cape York Peninsula is one of the challenges 
confronting Oakdare which has two diesel fitters, a trailer 
fitter and a boiler maker at its Mossman base. 

“Our trucks are operating too far away for us to bring 
them back to our own workshop for servicing or any other 
work that may need doing,” says Michael Connolly.

“For our 15,000-kilometre services, for example, we send 
one of our fitters out to the truck which can be an eight 
to nine-hour trip in a four-wheel drive.”
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Queensland’s far north has always been home for 
Wes and Kristein Connolly, Wes the fifth generation 
of a cane farming family that first set up camp near 
Mossman more than 125 years ago, and Kristein 
heralding from a strong pastoral background.

Oakdare Holdings had its origins in 1986 when the 
Connollys bought their first truck to work with a 
bulldozer they also owned. They had won a contract 
to clear land for construction of Christopher Skase’s 
Mirage resort at Port Douglas.

That job kept them going for four years and then  
in 1990 they started carting sugar cane from 
Mareeba on the Atherton Tablelands to Mossman. 
That was also the start of their company  
Oakdare Holdings.

“The Mirage job started us off and then the cane 
cartage forced us to expand the business as we grew 
with the mill at Mossman,” says Wes Connolly. 

In the mid-90s, the Connollys made their move into 
livestock haulage when they bought Jack’s Livestock 
& General Transport, a six-truck business that was 
also into earthmoving. Then they acquired Kristein’s 
parents livestock business, Remfrey’s Livestock, 
adding two more roadtrains to the fleet.

Oakdare is no longer involved in the cane haulage,  
but it was an operation that resulted in the 
Connollys’ intial contact with Cummins.

“We wanted an effective engine brake for our  
cane trucks which were coming down the range  
four times a day,” Wes explains. (The range is the 
steep escarpment between the Atherton Tablelands 
and the coast.) “An engine brake is engaged  
for 10 minutes or more on the range without a  
break. At the time the N14 Cummins had the  
best brake, and that started our association  
with Cummins.” 

It’s an association that has certainly helped forge  
an efficient and sustainable operation in what can  
only be described as a tough and demanding 
environment.  

Cummins is the power of choice for Oakdare Holdings in its remote north 
Queensland operations which demand reliability and durability in trucks. 

Wes and Kristein Connolly (centre) with sons Michael (left) and Wayne.

Cummins Cairns manager Ralph Cremer (right) and Cummins 
truck engine business manager Simon Pratt discuss the finer 
points of EGR engines with Wayne and Michael Connolly.

From Sydney to Perth 
on one tank of diesel!
With the help of Cummins MerCruiser 
Diesel’s Zeus drive system, Mike 
Antalec’s Secret Harbour 46 recently 
made the 2,375 nautical mile voyage 
from Sydney to Perth on just one  
tank of fuel.

“We used close to 3,100 litres of fuel, leaving a 
couple of hundred litres in the tank at the end of 
the journey,” says Antalec, founder of Perth-based 
Australia Yachts which built Secret Harbour 46.

Antalec skippered the 46-foot luxury motor yacht on 
the journey. The vessel is equipped with the Zeus 
system which incorporates steerable pod drive units 
mounted under the hull with twin counter-rotating, 
aft-facing propellers.

Each drive unit is coupled to Cummins MerCruiser 
Diesel QSB engine rated at 480 hp.

Antalec, a US Merchant Marine Master of All Oceans 
(Unrestricted) with over 20 years experience and 
400,000 nautical miles at sea, poses the question: 
“What other recreational boat could take to sea in  
a Force 8-9 gale and tackle 8 to 10-metre seas in  
Bass Strait?

“Some people may think I’m a cowboy, but I went  
into this knowing what I was doing,” he says,  
pointing to his experience.

The voyage over three oceans through some of the 
most treacherous waters in the world started in the 
Pacific Ocean (after leaving Sydney), took the vessel 
through Bass Strait into the Southern Ocean, across  
the Great Australian Bight before rounding Cape 
Naturalist into the Indian Ocean and home to Perth.

“It took over a month but proved the vessel’s 
seaworthiness, especially when we ventured  
into the Force 8-9 gale in Bass Strait near  
Wilsons Promontory,” says Antalec. 

“In calm conditions the vessel made 5.8 knots, burning 
just 6.6 litres of fuel per hour. In rough conditions the 
boat went slower and burned more fuel. 

“There were a few days when we just decided to 
push through a 3-metre slop making just 4.5 knots. 
However, these days were balanced out by the days we 
had following seas, making 6.4 knots at the same rpm.

“The vessel’s average fuel burn was 1.3 litres per 
nautical mile at 5.2 knots on one engine running at  
970 rpm, but we could have slowed down to 800 or  
900 rpm and increased our cruising range even further. 

“With this voyage we’ve proven the range, the 
seaworthiness and low cost of operation of the Secret 
Harbour 46,” says Antalec. “We couldn’t have achieved 
this extraordinary efficiency without the Zeus drives.

“A big thing for me with Zeus over the competition 
is that the props face aft as on a conventional drive 
which is a safety feature. The last thing I would have 
wanted was to jump over the side into the shark-
infested waters of Bass Strait!”

Antalec supports the claim that Zeus is the world’s 
most advanced drive system for larger pleasure boats. 
“Before selecting Zeus for the Secret Harbour 46 we did 
a thorough comparison with the competition. Zeus won 
hands down,” he says.

Designed by Mark Ellis and built to Marine Survey 2B, 
the Secret Harbour 46 is designed to run all day at  
28 knots with a range of 560 nautical miles. It has  
a fully loaded top speed of 32 knots.   

Equipment reliability counts in the often harsh and 
remote conditions.

Cummins ISX and Signature engines form the backbone of the Oakdare fleet.

Cummins Perth’s Henry Phelps (left) discusses the journey 
with Mike Antalec, founder of Australia Yachts.

Zeus system incorporates steerable pod 
drive units mounted under the hull with twin 
counter-rotating, aft-facing propellers.
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